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Bcl-2 associated athanogene 4 regulates self-renewal in
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[ Abstract] Objective : To investigate the role of Bcl-2 associated athanogene 4 (BAG4) in self-renewal capacity of gastric cancer
stem cells (GCSCs). Methods : GCSCs were isolated/enriched using sphere forming culture system, and their biological characteristics
were identified. BAG4—knockdown MGC803 gastric cancer cell lines were constructed by lentivirus interference technique. Colony
and tumor sphere formation assay were used to estimate the effect of BAG4-knockdown on self-renewal capacity of gastric cancer in vi-
tro. Results : We successfully isolated/enriched sphere cells (SC) using sphere forming culture system. MGC803-SC showed higher ex-
pression level of stem-related genes Sox2, Oct4 and Bmil than normal adherent cells, and showed stronger clone—formation ability
(198 + 17 vs. 92 + 11, P<0.001). After induction of differentiation, the expression of CD44 decreased, and showed stronger invasion
ability in vitro (185 + 18 vs. 84 = 11, P<0.01). The above experimental results confirmed that MGC803-SC had GCSCs properties.
The expression level of BAG4 in GCSCs was significantly higher than that in normal adherent gastric cancer cells.Conclusion : Silenc-
ing BAG4 gene can effectively inhibit the self-renewal ability of GCSCs, suggesting that BAG4 might be a promising target for gastric
cancer therapy.
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1.1 SEabHat

N 4 R MGC803 W - [ Bk e L Vi A= Bk e 4
OGP o A2 L3S AT B27 W9 25 [ Gibeo 23 7], DMEM/
F12 5532 HF0 RPMI1640 3557 50 T35 8 HyClone 23 v , B4R
PG R R IR AN T ALt R KT A A . TRIzol X7
T2 H Invitrogen 23 7 , cDNA 388 5% 53 & AN 5L 2668 &2
PCR (quantitative real-time PCR, qRT-PCR) X & B H A&
TaKaRa/A T . BAG4 I B-actin 514t 7 N B Py RHE 24
A G . BAGA T I HE il i AR A RA
AR B UE R BCA R & R IR B RS
T HMR i AR I L PR R 1gG I B L3R = KA
Y Bl B 4 BR 2> 7, Pageruler prest protein ladder 14 F 3¢
Thermo /A A, SDS-PAGE B il 4120551 €5 A1 f vk i 41 A b
SR T E R A R R T R E A A,
I BAGA HL3E BEPUAAR I F 3 [E Abcam A F] , E-cadherin
F Vimentin I8 F € & CST 2 A, /NPT B-actin P58 BT
1A [ % [ Proteintech 23 ) o
1.2 FEioyk
1.2.1  40ffoss 35 X EREE 32 MGC803 H % 10% HA 4 1L 7
1) RPMI1640 15 S5 565 A 5% o LA BEik 90% B, FH B H
AR AN, Fic B 123 A9 BL P A T AN AL AR . e s T3 BE &
Wi TR AN SRS R AL L R AR AN
B AT 10 em BBARFE B IR FEIL , B ILIN 2 x 10° -2
M, ERINTCIM G & B27 M EGF(5 ng/mlL) i DMEM/F12 5% 3%
10 mL#-E 1532, B W L 3597 10~14 d B A] 155 5286 7
o Y BR AN A
122 EEE T BAGH B A R A Sy ZTIC LI
PLEE R b S R IR A A S8 . A8 E BAG4 T3 19 (sh-
BAG4-1 I sh-BAG4-2) FIXt B2 751 41 :sh-BAG4-1:5'-
CCGGGCATGAACCGGCACAACTTTCCTCGAGGAAAGTTGT
GCCGGTTCATGCTTTTTG-3 ;sh-BAG4-2:5'-CGGGGTCCA
GTATCTTGAACAAGACTCGAGTCTTGTTCAAGATACTGGA
CCTTTTTG-3" . 1% 975 1 /B e 4 M 1) 5 IR A , BUAE X

HAE R MGC8O3 41 A, e it 1 1k 5 #280 F 10 em MY K557
ML, H54 BAGA Bkt R (412 905 2 75 i 22 MGC803 4 ity 55
FRILA I 24 hs , B4 10% JIG 4 1037 B9 RPMI1640 35t
0 1 35 5L, A NS 55 25 (3 we/mlLL) O VB YL 0 i, SR
qRT-PCR 2 Western blot £ ll BAG4 T8 2 , ¥ TR
5 d) Pt =g A

1.2.3  WERsEsy B F X Eed 0 B R A1 MGC8o3,
I Tt 30 200 B 5 5 b WV, PBS BEV 4 3 UK, T PBS
T MGCBO3 il j 40 BB, 1185 He Pl F 96 fLAR , FfL
10 -4, 5 AL AR & 6 4 1 78 B9 P 15 97 3 100 pl.
TE37°C.5%CO, JRE HJ 95% B 51 P e 8% 3%, 0% 3 d
FLRESIN T RS TR 5L 50 wl. 10 d 5 BT 753 SE 86 i as 1o Bk
YA, ST ERANA AL B (EA>T5 wm) o

124 TEEEJE ALSCE HOAL F o BA KO R B R AT R
MGC803, FFEREHE (L4 fitdj5 , I PBS B A it ja 5 HA fp+
6 LA , BEAL A 2004~ 5 5 A M, AR 3N AL A4
BRI E 35 8 W SR AN ) bR A I S B, 2 TR
WY SR HEFRIE A 4% 22 5 W 10 2 3R [0 5 A0 20 min, 28 )5 H
4 iR YLt 15 min, PBS S T 445 L 40145 41 A0 s e
(>50 4 EE 7% ) ¥ H .

12.5 qRT-PCR%E % JH TRIzol i 32 B RNA, 43 06O )
ASCKG I 1 0 i RNA B BE 20T, >R B H AR TaKaRa 23 ]
B0 5 SR B B cDNA . #% 118 TaKaRa /A 7] qRT-PCR 15
B A5 e S R A ZR LA B-actin N IN S REANREAR B B3N
fL. qRT-PCR W5 ¥F 5 WFE 1 Fi/R . PCR KN 4544 :95°C
A 30 5395°CAE T 55,60°CiE 4 30 s, 72°CHEH 30 s, 31 40
AMEIA . R 27 A FE R AR ik i

#1 qRT-PCRHISI¥FFI

BN £ FR 51975

BAG4 L5149 5'-AATGGAGCGTATGGTCCAACA-3’
THHI4 5'-GGCCAAGAGTGTGCTAAAGAA-3'

Sox2 L5514 5'-CATCACCCACAGCAAATGACA-3'
#5314 5'-GCTCCTACCGTACCACTAGAACTT-3'

Oct4 F#7519 5'~-GCAGCGACTATGCACAACGA-3'
TG4 5'-CCAGAGTGGTGACGGAGACA-3'

Bmil L5149 5'-TCGTTCTTGTTATTACGCTGTTTT-3'

T4 5'-CGGTAGTACCCGCTTTTAGGC-3'
E-cadherin 514 5'~-CTACAATGAGCTGCGTGTGG-3'
T4 5'~AGGTCCAGACGCAGGATGGC-3'

Vimentin 514 5'-GACGCCATCAACACCGAGTT-3'
T4 5'-CTTTGTCGTTGGTTAGCTGGT-3'
B-actin U514 5'~-GAATTCATGTTTGAGACCTTCAA-3’

TFUE51#H) 5'-CGGATCCATCTCTTGCTCGAAGTCCA-3’

1.2.6  Western blot 5258 $2HUA ZHARAR P AY B EE 1, BCA
PR e, R AR A B IR, A
5 min, Bl 109% SDS-PAGE £t/ , & FLANA 30 pg B ZE A,
FEA LUK W A LG 2 PVDE B L, 5% WEAE W3 f
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AZH(1:5000) 5 F 1 h, PBST S8R5 , 8 F1 45 fITA
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1.2.7  GPEFSICSLIG K 402 3 19 50 A T 3 Y
RiFR LA, 4% 22 R B [ , B0, In—FUirE iR & 5L, 4°C
S, PBS IR, A U = bR E 1 h, PBSTELYE, i
I 519 DAPI(1:500~1 000) , Z IR & 15 min, PBS IEVE, i
TNBL NGB IRTNEL A, AR
1.2.8  Transwell {22505 e U AR S50 fT Y S 4N,
FH I -EDTA VH Ak J5 250 AU, FH TG 1 3 1y 77 2k d 4,
I 4 it 285 B IR H 5% 10° > /mL, K Matrigel FE T e 1 50 v
PRAE Transwell /NE R HE FE A RE T, 7F Transwell /NE |
JERIMAZY 5x10° 4~ B i 4 A, 1 )2 A FOim A RPMI1640 3%
FRHE TR HINAGE 5 195 10% 3 2E 135 7Y RPMI1640 35 55
B& U B R T R TR 4% 22 5 T I D o AL, & A 2R
Y FANBGE T A3HT
13 %it#am
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MGC803 4 a4 d A= A7 B BENE L L AN I EK | i 5 1 7 i ] 1)
FEA, A IR 2B O , 20 ML BR 20 M3 7T AR A2 X, SR T
LT BRI 73 AT B 73 5 S ANk AN (1 1) o
22 mEmMLHALTHAXLR

3 1iE MGC803-SC 2 15 B A - 40 Ml 45 M, R qRT-
PCR Hl Western blot # I [t # MGC803-SC HI 8 2 i B 5 Ji
411 i (monolayer, MN) T4 5C 5 ] Sox2 | Oct4 Fl Bmil )3
Ko ZEH R, 52 G RE B A1 MR G, MGC803-SC 4l
T 223K T AR B S T Sox2  Octd FTPEFR K BE K Bmil
(K2). X—&5 548 MGC803-SC fi 7 ik T PEAR R FL I,
AT IR S5
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U 2 240 A
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7 :a,P<0.001
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23 RIRMACLAA B IR AR LR

SR TE BT AN SE 6 A I GCSCs A P 8 i BE 77 /1 — 301
HE . U, ASHFFE R I 50 B TR 1 5 50 46 U MG C 03—
SC 4t fd 1 MGC8O3-MN A At i1y H IR HrGE )y SLIngs R
7R, 5 MGC803-MN 4 i A Ht , MGC803-SC i ifd .75 T 5 )
TR UBE J7 (198 £ 17 vs. 92 £ 11, P<0.001) , W& 3 B 7 .
JInZ MGC803-SC 41l Jfd fig % % 2 A% A0, IR S0 45 SR R ]
MGC803-SC 4 M/ e s BoA B s iy [ FRTE Brae 7, B T
YRR R
24 RIRMBEA % oAbk

L oA TR RE A B R T AN A AR 2 — T 10%
6 2F L4 79 RPMI1640 15 37 2175 5 MGC803-SC 43k, AT LA
RIS M VR T BRI AE i M BE AR 1, SR TIfR
JEDCIEAE I MGCR03-SC /LT Ji CD44 (W335 , & Bk
YU ) THERR ) CD44 F3h TR (B 4) , 2R BE F Bk 40
Ji s — AT L2 1 A i 4

MGC803-SC

A. MGC803-MN F1 MGC803-SC 4 fifd 7 e T R S 56

2.5 RIRMALAA BIRIF RS

o T i — A B TR R SR 00 R ER AN S EA T R AR
MR SR RSN Transwel (RF2 T HEAT I UE . 450 %
B, 5 MGC803-MN ZH i A kb , MGC803-SC 41 g 1 A 4 BAg
12 28HE 77 (185 + 18 vs. 84 £ 11,P<0.01) (5),
2.6 BAG4 £ GCSCs PR & &k

RSz E 4 B IFSE MGC803-SC 4 HA GCSCs REE:
PR, IR B S A I8 B R R R Re ) B
i A T TR A AN 2R, T TR 2 ge . it —
T GCSCs [ FTHT P HLH , A< PR 2H /i I % GCSCs il
S O RE R A Y i R R R AT T AT, BRI BAGA A
GCSCs B I ik . AL, ARHF5 R qRT-PCR Fll Western
blot A mRNA F1 & H /K 8 GCSCs A3 1 9 410 i p
BAG4 3835, 459 7R , BAGA 7E GCSCs 1112835 /K - B
5 F MGC803-MN (5] 6) , #£ 7~ BAG4 £ A ¥ GCSCs B &
TORTRE SRR AT RE A #E T R .

3001 = MCC803-SC

= MGC803-MN
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300 1

250 1

200 1

150 -
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Al f 7% H
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¥ a,P<0.01
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277 BAGARRARE FHMIZMEL

HE—H W BAGA Xt GCSCs A & T HTAE ST AU, A
PR BT DI P R A H ARG R A A T BAG4 12
St E THLRAIE AR . e MGC803 /&L BAG4 T 189w
L LR R (3 pe/mL) L IRAF FHPE AR . R qRT-
PCR il Western blot #:i1 BAG4 Y SRR . 45 5L32 ], %t R
21 55 9 A A (BR P XT BR L) A0 i o BAG4 A 3k B AR, 17 2
Bl HLF S 2E MGC803 I AY AR B A v (& 7)o AR
ST LB T IR 1 sh-BAGA-1 JH T fm 22528,
2.8 LIk BAGA FEAK B % 4m L 64 F P TS AR AR

Ryt — 2 K6 BAG4 B 338 /K X B g 4 B IR B
RE TR, R e BT AU S I EA T B0IE . S5 R R, 5
PXF AL (103 + 17) FIXTAEZH (96 + 15,n=3) M [t , sh-BAG4-
1 20 MGC803 41l fitd 11y v B T b i 71 BH i B A1 (54 + 9, n=3) ,
25 HAG AT L (P<0.01), 25 R K 8 iR . LiRsLE:
SRR, IR MGC8O03 4 il BAG4 Y 35 ] LA 15 98
ALY 13 T g

= MGC803-MN
=m GCSCs

¥ :a,P<0.001
A. MGC803-MN F1 GCSCs 4 i H BAG4 mRNA [

2.9 B BAG4 37 B & La LR IR AR A

TLER MGC803 B & 41 it h BAG4 3K )5 , ML 2X MGC803
1 IR BE 1, & sh-BAG4-14H MGC803 4 ity it & i 114
AR OA /N T RERIBAPE XS R . 8RS S R, Rl
BAG4 1 MGC803 4 Jifd i BRH M 16.72 + 1.82(n=3) , B BAIL
T o0 IR 2 40 it B R R % (41.33 £ 2.96) (P<0.01) , 41 &l 9 fip
TR SEURAE R VTR BAGA M F 9 40 N 5K Ak
BAG4 357K 55 B 9 40 i i i Bk 16 7 B S AR 6
2.10 BAG4H#z B J&wm e % & b & -8 Ji 4540

R AR MGC803 B A 4l i H (1) BAGA iR )5 , B Al i i
TS 22 A RIE | 20 I 35 10 AR E G B, 17 L 25 iR 58 AR ol /b
(FE10A) . qRT-PCR Fll Western blot 461 4% 5 .71k, 5 % 1R
ZH A0 L , sh-BAG4-1 41 MGC803 41l g 7 , E-cadherin mRNA
A A F TR 7K 18, W Vimentin mRNA FIZE (H £k
TI(E10B.C) . kg R4R , B A - & 2k BAG4,
PEEH & A b B - (8] G Ak, SR 20 5 9 AN R AR T 40 i
e

B. 2 40401 BAG4 R 31k

6 qRT-PCR 1 Western blot il BAG4 Z£ MGC803-MN #1 GCSCs H %R &
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BAGE | - -

B. Western blot Kl 4% 20 40 FP BAG4 25 A (R 35

E7 gRT-PCR#1 Western blotiF BAG4 B FHi 5%
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X R

MGC803

MGC803

sh-BAG4-141

mRNAFHX) F ik 5

[T BE 20

sh-BAG4-141

TLER BAG4 41 5 fe= 40 B R B BE

a
()

3

2

L0

o

7E 1a,P<0.001
A. UTER BAGA 5 A IR S sk

E-cadherin

B. qRT-PCR Al mRNA 235751k,

'%u'%” \L&‘
O SO A
= XA 4'\\@%?&(* ) /%?&b(
- (0 ] 2
a E-cadherin Izl
L
W =
I )
Vimentin B —actin IEl

C. Western blot #1214 %3k

E10 BAG4iEIZBEMAMAE L -\ R¥EL

3 3t it

UL AR, MRk 22 0 AF 5 28 B ey 1 &4 i
PRI A R R R RS I A BURTR T AT
A AR, 5 38 DA Sy Jieb 98 1 200 2 ek 98 9 T 1 T
BRI, GCSCs BNy, 58538 1 I8 40 MU AH 1L , GC-
SCs b T HLA7 558 11 I e ) Fi= 22 5 e fig 1 4b
e A J ) DX S AR R T A0 MR R B FR R e
FN, AN B 0 R A R R R R RV RS A 1Y
TE R, #RAA GCSCs 1) F IR Frae 1. ik, WA
BRI GCSCs 1Y A= W24 e A1 B 38 53 A 78 4 L il
oA SRR TR H R4S GCSCs A AR X #4324
FUGFFR 53 2LV, AR FR 7 240246 11 GCSCs 7] LA
FEHE 2SR B TR g 0 7 1 e A0
TURE 8 3 X FR 4 4 A R F B — B G AR
I, BT IR 45 GCSCs A T BB I 4 T AL, X T
B 0 R R R B iRy B R

GCSCs 11 73 2 FL 4 72 2 WF 98 GCSCs 114 41 Jifl 2
S AN G, L R B Oy iR ORI R T A
bR R 43 e i R 20 A 53 16 v ALY T 25 e 4
AT Bk IRk B AR R R S T Y
B, BT 280 R T 40 iE AY 43 B B R0, AR
DRABUZE I FH TG Il 37 sk 35 2 3 % GCSCs #4788 4
o8, I8 1 — FR 9 S0 S R 5% 1) sk 4 e L
A T AR BFE R X A BFSE GCSCs (1 1 38 BT IR 4%
PUHIBEE T AMU A HERE . Yang L2 5% I G If 7
RCER B 3745 B 4E GCSCs, & B GCSCs 2 ik T4
RIEP, B W i 2 1) 43 AL TS e LR e ) M f=
Zhe ) PR bR -FBRERR, Fukuda K
SEUAR A FHE 400 B 4 38 2 DA 9 40 L R MKIN4S
B 4 GCSCs, & B 43 3 1 GCSCs 5 2 35 7 Y
oy, HEAWGRMZEHR AT . TR, sk
A W 55 iR i CD44 . CD24, CD54, CXCR4 . EpCAM |
ALDH1.,CD133,Sox2 . Oct4 . LGR5 ., CD90 % 7] Ji| T
GCSCs B4 B %5 B2, Lk T A i br & 43
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PevEAT 2 T e B4 GCSCs, 1M1 HL 23 5545 3] {14 240 o 37
A 2 ELA M T an B RE v, H ag s = 43 25 il
UEE GCSCs R PR B, X 2 R BF9E GCSCs
e FERF ARSI Z

TR B AR GCSCs MY FT By Thri AR
TR AL F X GCSCs F T 8 20 i A 25 R 36 8 3 0k
75381, KL BAGA 7E GCSCs ] i 5 %635 . BAG4
W B R A T 25 ) 38 3T 2R 7 (silencer of death do-
mains, SODD) , i i & K 37 T 8 5 YL {4 K 8p11.23,
43 F i 60 kDo BAG4 25 145 20 Mu (1) £ Fh AL B G
U R e R SR IR S AN L da S 2
AL T 25 T H BAG4A et i 2 AT LS £ fh
AR R T A AE KA DG A EAE R, 40 Bel-2  raf 25
I 28 [ I 3 32 AR A it A K R A2 44
IINHAT A AR R 2 R T 2R 1 25 AT IfF
5% R I BAGA gt 1Y) 2 115 Mogd IR BRI 532 44 1 7Y
FBET3Z AR 3 B A SE T 30RR O, DT A7 308 42 Ui 4
MBE T {5 5 @ 15>, & & WF 57 18 BAGA 1E H
J 20 2 M IR | O SRR R e g A i v I
Pk o AGYEA TS AL & B BAG4 1 o 4%
PI3K/Akt/NF-«B/ZEB1 fli 12 #F 5 9 4 g 19 1= 28 %%
%, HA Gk KOF-5 1 9 28 5 1 s RO BRI S 80 %
NSRRIk P SN

2 ARE ST 45 53 B BAG4 i 4% GCSCs 1 F
WHEFRE T, Ja 2o X H B JE LR #E TR A
ST, b B AR 22 R 1) 70T WL P2 AL S B AR 4R

& £ X M
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